Boston Micronauts Indoor Night at NEAT 2003
By Gordon Johnson

There was alot of micro activity at this year’s NEAT fair. The Bergen County Silent
Flyers put on two and a half days of micro seminars. In addition to presentations on
many topics of interest to the micro modeler they were a great place to meet and mingle
with other micro affecionados, some who traveled to NEAT from the west coast and even
from the UK and Europe. Matt Keennon put on two crowd pleasing outdoor micro flying
exhibitions during the noon-time shows with his foamie P41 conversion and his P38.
And, our club, the Boston Micronauts, hosted an indoor night at the nearby Walton high
school — with some help from Bergen County Silent Flyers volunteers. The indoor night
isthe focus of this pictoria article. More pictures can be found on our club website at
www.BostonMicronauts.org. 1’ll only emphasize planesin this article that have not

previously appeared in RC Microflight. Along theway I'll also show some of the faces
behind the models we' ve read about in this newsletter over the years. All inall itwasa
good evening. People flew, mingled, spectated, won prizes, and raised money for the
school’ s aeronautics class. It doesn’t get much better than that.
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Peter Muren traveled to NEAT from Norway and introduced his Proxflyer. It usesthree
motors independently driving three sets of carbon fiber blades viarubber belts. The two
main blades rotate in opposite directions and varying power to them causes thetail to
rotate to the desired postion. Power to the tail rotor tilts the Proxflyer in the desired
direction. It wasvirtualy silent and created quite a bit of interest. Moreinfo can be
found on http://www.proxflyer.com/.




Matt Keennon is holding his Aerovironment Helios inspired flying wing. It flew from
the power of two 50mAh NiCds. Shown at the lower left is his Se5A which made
machine gun sounds and blinking red lights when he turned on the gun. He strafed two
small boys several times, much to their delight. At the lower right he prepares his Bristol
bipe (RCM August 2002) to take off from his head and perform amazing aerobatics.



Nick Leichty, maker of the famous half-gram radio receiver and actuator driver, with his
Micro Aeromaster bipe. It was built from the Roger Carignan plansin RC Microflight,
directly from the reduced size plan in the newsletter! Wing span is about 5.5 inches and
weight is about 6.5 grams.

Art Vaand s “Big Slow” biplane was incredibly slow with just a 0.7 0z/sg.ft. wing
loading and standard GW S and Hitec equipment.



Don Srull brought a plane that his eight year old grandson designed with CAD and then
built on avisit east from California. Don liked it so much he put RC gear in it and saysit
isone of his best flying planes.

Joe Mallanchak brought quiet afew micro planes. He' s holding his“Micro Bat”, and in
theinset is his Citabria from the Sterling kit.



Mark Denham of the Aeronutz traveled to NEAT from the UK and brought literally a
gaggle of scale planes made from wall foam board. He's holding the famous 8g Jigglet
muscle wire and infrared control pager motor plane.

Shown at the left are two micro MAV’s (mobile aeria vehicles) that Henry Pasquet
brought. Unfortunately they fly too fast for indoors. He did fly a 3g plane, however. In
the middle is James Bhasin’s biplane. It flew asnice asit looked. At theright are two of
Gary Jones’' profile planes using the wire-cut foam wings he makes for Bob Selman
Designs. The new narrow-band JMP Combo receiver for actuators allowed him to fly
these outdoors at the regular NEAT as well as at the indoor night. These planes flew well
indoors and out — loops, rolls, etc are dl just in aday’ swork for these excellent flying
planes.



| traveled out to NEAT aday early and gave a seminar on micro planesto the Walton
high aeronautics class, and then did some demo flightsin their gym. We also had araffle
with excellent prizes donated from the major micro vendors and raised nearly $500 for

the aeronautics class for equipment.



